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an insuperable bar to clear thinking, either for psycholo-
gists or for the plain man.

A few words now about the commonest misinter-
pretation of my view of the sentiment. On p, 105 a
sentiment was described as " an organised system of
emotional tendencies centred about some object." And
on p. 106 occurs, " the system of emotional dispositions
that constitutes the sentiment of love." I have to admit
that this language gives scope for the misinterpretation
of which I complain ; namely, that I am said to conceive
the sentiment as consisting of emotional dispositions
only, and as comprising no cognitive system. Now
this, as I have pointed out,1 is true of Mr. Shand's con-
ception of the sentiment, but is not true of mine. In
saying that " a sentiment is an organised system of
emotional tendencies centred about an object," I used
a loose expression in order to avoid disagreeable techni-
cality of language. I should have written: " A sentiment
is a system in which a cognitive disposition is linked with
one or more emotional or affective conative dispositions
to form a structural unit that functions as one whole
system (or, in more recent terminology, as one configura-t
tion or Gestalf)" I trusted that the crude diagram on
p. 108 would make clear that the system which is the
sentiment, in my view, comprises (as its essential centre
that links together the group of emotional dispositions)
a cognitive disposition corresponding to the object of
the sentiment. And, though in my diagram the cognitive
disposition is indicated merely by a small circle, it was,
I supposed, clear that such a cognitive disposition might
be one of very great complexity. If a man has a senti-
ment of love for his country, it is surely clear that the
cognitive disposition corresponding to or representing
in the structure of his mind that object, his country,
must be one of great extent and complexity, one built
up by a multitude of experiences, perhaps by long and
arduous study of the history of that country. And the
same is true of any important sentiment; for, just because

1 Cp. " Symposium on Instinct and Emotion," by Shand, Stont,
and McDougall, Proceedings of the A tistotelian Society, 1915.